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“The Gospel Creates the New Heavens and the New Earth.” 


The LORD reigneth; He is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself:  the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

Psalm 93:1.

Introduction.


Nothing goes on forever.  So why does the psalmist write the world is established and cannot be moved.  The psalmist here writes not of the current world, but the new creation through the Gospel.


Because of sin, the current world will pass away.  Through the Gospel, which is the antidote for sin, the new creation of life eternal comes forth.


Thus we see again that Psalm 93 speaks not about God and His creation generically, but of God the Messiah and His Redemptive Work to save men from sin, which Redemptive Work includes new heaven and the new earth of life eternal.

I.  Sin Caused the World to Pass Away and Mankind with It.
A.  Psalm 93 is  Messianic Psalm

Most clergy and commentators treat this psalm as though it were speaking of God and His creation generically.  They drone on and on with their dry as dust interpretations and commentary lacking comfort and warmth about how mighty God is and how majestic God is and look at the world and how it just keeps going on forever.  John Calvin is a good example of this misguided interpretation.   Calvin writes on this passage:

The Psalmist proves that God will not neglect or abandon the world should of itself suffice to attest a Divine Providence.  The heavens revolve daily, and, immense as is their fabric, and inconceivable the rapidity of their revolutions, we experience no concussion – no disturbance in the harmony of their motion.  The sun, though varying its course every diurnal revolution, returns annually to the same point.  The planets, in all their wanderings, maintain their respective positions.  How could the earth hang suspended in the air were it not upheld by God’s hand?  By what means could it maintain itself unmoved, while the heavens above are in constant rapid motion, did not its Divine Maker fix and establish it?


How can Calvin say, “The Psalmist proves that God will not neglect or abandon the world should of itself suffice to attest a Divine Providence.”, when in fact we see death and destruction around us daily?  The world seems to be anything but the focus of God’s attention and stable in this fallen creation.  Luther writes of this present world:

Heaven and earth creak and crack like an old house ready to crash and collapse and act in every way as though they divined that the world is soon to come to an end and that The Day is close at hand.


Rather, what the psalmist writes of here is not this world which crumbles and decays because of sin, but of the new heavens and earth brought about by the Blessed Work of the Messiah to save from sin.

B.  Sin caused the present world to pass away.

While this current world was created by God not to pass away, sin doomed this world.
  Moses writes of sin bringing upon the curse of God because of the sin of Adam:

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:  cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.


When we look at creation, we see God’s curse.  We see devastation, disease, suffering, and death.  All these things came about not because they’re natural, but because of Adam’s sin.  The world tries to rationalize this situation with philosophies like the “circle of life”.  The circle of life means we’re born to die in order to provide fodder for the next generation to born to die.  From viewing God’s creation apart from the Gospel come miserable systems of belief like that.  Luther writes of what has become of creation because of the fall of Adam into sin:

“All the creatures are against us, prepared and armed to bring about, if possible, our destruction.  How many are there whom fire and water destroy?  How much peril threatens us from wild and venomous beasts, which harm not only our bodies but also our food, intended for our nourishment?  Not to mention that we ourselves fall upon each other and murder each other, just as if there were not enough pestilence and other calamities to threaten us ....  What are thorns, thistles, water, fire, caterpillars, flies, fleas, lice, bugs, etc., what are all these, jointly and severally, but messengers which preach to us of sin and of the wrath of God? .... Therefore, though we know better and our eyes see it, we are living in a more than Egyptian darkness.  Though all creatures ever remind us of the wrath of God, so that we cannot avoid seeing it, yet we do not pay any attention to it, but love this earthly life and cling to it as our only delight.”


No, this turmoil is not how things were meant to be.  Adam was created in paradise.  The world as it is, difficult and dying, is not how it was meant to be.  That sad state of affairs came about because of the fall of Adam into sin.
II.  The Gospel Creates the New Heavens and the New Earth by the Cross of Christ.


A.  The Gospel creates the Church
, against which the gates of hell cannot prevail.


The Church has a different and cheery outlook to the future.  The Church looks forward to deliverance from the suffering and death of this world to a new heavens and new earth of eternal life.  The Church doesn’t weave some miserable, gloomy, and depressing outlook like the “circle of life” – really the circle of death – but rather has the sure and certain hope of  life eternal.  The Church’s outlook is grounded in reality, not wishful thinking.  The Church’s outlook is grounded in the Sure and Certain Promise of God of the Gospel.  The psalmist writes in Psalm 93:

The LORD reigneth; He is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself:  the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

As we’ve already seen, the psalm here speaks not of the Lord generically, but the Lord clothed with the Majesty and Strength of His Human Nature through which Human Nature He redeemed mankind
 and brought about the new heavens and the new earth.


First of all, we must understand that this world that cannot be moved is first comprised of the world populated alone by Christians.  For only Christians are immoveable because only Christians by faith rest on the Solid Rock and Everlasting Cornerstone of Christ.  The Apostle St.  Matthew writes:

And Jesus answered and said unto him, ... And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

The Lutheran Church confesses that the Rock is the Gospel, i.e., God’s Word and Sacraments
:

However, as to the declaration:  Upon this rock I will build My Church, certainly the Church has not been built upon the authority of man, but upon the ministry of the confession which Peter made, in which he proclaims that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  He accordingly addresses him as a minister:  Upon this rock, i.e. upon this ministry [Therefore he addresses him as a minister of this office in which this confession and doctrine is to be in operation, and says:  Upon this rock, i.e., this preaching ministry.]


The Preaching Ministry is God’s Word and Sacraments, which Word and Sacraments create and sustain saving faith in the hearts of Christians.  The Apostle St. Paul writes that the Word, i.e., the Gospel, creates saving faith in the heart:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Saving faith also comes through the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.


Because the Gospel by faith places Christians squarely and securely on the Eternal Rock of Christ, Christians comprise the world that cannot be moved.  St. Augustine writes that the world that cannot be moved in Psalm 93 is the Church:

“For He hath made the round world sure, which cannot be moved.” ... What then is the round world, “which cannot be moved”?  This He would not mention specially, if there were not also a round world that can be moved.  There is a round world that shall not be moved.  There is a round world that shall be moved.  For the good who are steadfast in the faith are the round world:  that no man may say, ... they are only in part of it; while the wicked who abide not in faith, when they have felt any tribulation, are throughout the whole world.  There is therefore a round world movable:  there is a world immovable: of which the Apostle speaketh.  Behold, the round world movable.  I ask thee, of whom speaketh the Apostle in these words, “Of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already:  and overthrow the faith of some?”
 ...  Did these belong to the round world, that will not be moved?  But they were chaff: and as he saith, “they overthrow the faith of some.” ... “Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure; having his seal,” – what seal hath it as its sure foundation? – “The Lord knoweth them that are His.”  This is the round world that shall not be moved;  “The Lord knoweth them that are His.”  And what seal hath it?  “And let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from unrighteousness.”  Let im depart from unrighteousness:  for he cannot depart from the unrighteous, for the chaff is mixed with the wheat until it is fanned ... .




The Church, i.e., the whole number of believers
, are the world that will not be moved because by the Gospel through faith they have gained salvation and life eternal.  But how can the Gospel do that?  The Gospel makes the Church unshakeable and immoveable because it bestows upon it the Blessed Work of Christ to vanquish even the gates of hell.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes of Christ razing the gates of hell by his Passion:

Yet, while Christ knows Himself totally forsaken of God in the abyss of hell, He cries, “My God, My God!”  Even in such an abject condition, as He was in, He still clings to God as His personal God.  This was a God-pleasing prayer that as it were issued from the pit of hell.  This is something extraordinary, something unheard of.  In the midst of the torments of hell Christ asserts that as His Son He will cling to God and claim Him as His own!  Never before and never after has such a confident prayer issued from the abyss of hell on the part of those who are damned in that place.  Ordinarily from those who suffer the torments of the damned come only cries and sighs of despair, never prayers of faith.  It was by this prayer that Christ conquered and overcame the power of hell.
 


Well, that is the last thing the devil needed:  A Man worshiping God perfectly from the heart if his kingdom.  Nowhere now is there a place where man hasn’t worshiped God perfectly, even in the pit of hell.  Now there is no hell for those in Christ because there is nothing but the Righteousness of God everywhere, all the time.  In this way, by His Passion, Christ razed the gates of hell for all men.  The Church remains immoveable because not even the gates of hell can prevail against it.


By the Gospel through faith, the Church is the world that cannot be moved, but remains forever.

B.  The Gospel creates the new heavens and the new earth.

Finally, because the Church remains forever, the Lord creates habitations for it that cannot be moved because the Church is everlasting:

Let not your heart be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions:  if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself that where I am, there ye may be also.


Isaiah, therefore, writes of the Lord creating all things a new:

For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth:  and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create:  for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.  And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people:  and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.  There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days:  for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.  And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat:  for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  They shall not labour in vain, nor bing forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.


The Gospel, therefore, creates the new heavens and the new earth because the Gospel creats the Church which is immoveable and goes on forever.

Conclusion.


The world that cannot be moved is the Church.  It certainly is not the present world because Scripture teaches us this world shall pass away.  But the Church does not pass away, bur remains forever, for it has life eternal through the Gospel.


Because the Gospel preserves all believers alive, it creates the new and everlasting habitations of Christians in Christ’s Kingdom of Glory.
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